The Tropical Forest Research Institute (TFRI) Jabalpur is one of nine institutes under the Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education. It lies on the bank of the Gour River on Mandla Road (79 0 59'23.50"E & 21 0 08'54.30"N) about 10km southeast of Jabalpur. The campus is spread over an area of 109ha amidst picturesque surroundings (Image 1); semi-arid with mean annual precipitation of 1358mm. The campus is surrounded by agricultural fields with rural habitation. The water reservoir and the vegetation planted around the institute have created a very good habitat and source of attraction for many faunal species like insects, reptiles, birds and mammals (Tiple et al. 2010) . The area has trees, shrubs, grasslands and small hills.
Butterflies are generally regarded as one of the best taxonomically studied groups of insects (Robbins & Opler 1997 ), yet even in genera containing very common and widespread species, our understanding of true species diversity may prove to be startlingly below common expectation (Ackery 1987; Tiple & Khurad 2009; Willmott et al. 2001) .
Butterflies are an important aspect of ecosystems for they interact with plants as pollinators and herbivores (Tiple et al. 2006) . Butterflies are also good indicators of environmental changes as they are sensitive to habitat degradation and climate changes (Kunte 2000) .
The Indian subcontinent hosts about 1,504 species of butterflies (Tiple 2011) of which peninsular India and the Western Ghats host 351 and 334 species respectively. In Madhya Pradesh and Vidarbha of central India 177 species of butterfly species have been documented (D'Abreu 1931) .
Subsequent works and fauna volumes include several species from Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh (Evans 1932; Talbot 1939 Talbot , 1947 Wynter-Blyth 1957) . In the recent past, several researchers have studied butterflies from some districts and conservation areas of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh (Singh 1977; Gupta 1987; Chaudhury 1995; Chandra et al. 2000a,b; Siddiqui & Singh 2004; Chandra 2006) . Chandra et al. (2007) recorded 174 species of butterflies belonging to eight families from Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.
The present study was started to examine the diversity of butterflies from TFRI Campus, since there was no known published checklist of butterflies in the TFRI campus.
Materials and Methods
The findings presented here are based on a bi-weekly random survey carried out from June 2008 to May 2009 at the TFRI campus. The observations were made from 0800hr to 1100hr, which is a peak time for butterfly activity. Butterflies were Primarily identified directly in the field or, in difficult cases, following capture or photography. In critical conditions, specimens were collected only with handheld aerial sweep nets. Each specimen was placed in a plastic bottle and carried to the laboratory for further identification with the help of a field guide (Wynter-Blyth 1957; Kunte 2000; Haribal 2002 ). All scientific names followed in the present study are in accordance to Varshney (1983) . The observed butterflies were categorized in five categories on the basis of their abundance in the TFRI campus. VC -very common (> 100 sightings), C -common (50-100 sightings), NR -not rare (15-50 sightings), R -rare (2-15 sightings), VR -very rare (1-2 sightings) (Tiple et al. 2006) .
Results and Discussion
A total of 66 species of butterflies belonging to 47 genera and five families viz.,-Papilionidae (5 species), Pieridae (9 species), Nymphalidae (25 species), Lycaenidae (18 species) and Hesperiidae (9 species)were recorded. Among these 65 species, 24 (37%) were commonly occurring, 16 (24%) were very common, 2 (3%) were not rare, 18 (27%) were rare and 6 (9%) were very rare. The observed species and their status on the TFRI campus is presented in Table 1 . Five of the recorded species (Table 1) Pelopidas mathias were present throughout the year (January-December), whereas 53 species were observed only from June-July till the beginning of summer (April-May). Increasing species abundance from the beginning of the monsoons (June-July) till early winter (August-November) and decline in species abundance from late winter (January-February) to the end of summer (Fig. 1) The findings of the present study underline the importance of institutional estates as a preferred habitat for butterflies. If the landscaping and maintenance of gardens are carefully planned, the diversity of butterflies may increase in the TFRI campus providing a rich ground for butterfly conservation as well as for research. VC -very common (> 100 sightings); C -common (50-100 sightings); NR -not rare (15-50 sightings); R -rare (2-15 sightings); VR -very rare (1-2 sightings); * -Listed in Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972
